
 

 

 
How to reconcile the economy with nature, 

that is the question 
 
The new President of the European Commission is asking 
herself how to reconcile economy and nature. An 
undeniable but inescapable dilemma. It is about our survival 
and that of our children. His "green pact" for the climate will 
be the main thrust of his presidency and his most important 
challenge. The goal would be for Europe to become the first 
carbon neutral continent in 2050. Ursula Von der Leyden 
compared this goal to the space odyssey, just that. His plan 
includes 50 actions to revolutionize the development model. 
The compact's compass will be a climate law and will come 
with a comprehensive plan. In 2030, the objective will be no 
more - 40% of emissions for 2030, but rather – 50% or more 
to reach neutrality 20 years later. The main idea is to 
decarbonize the energy industry, renovate buildings and 
support industrial innovation and cleaner modes of 
transport. The commission believes that while limiting 
carbon emissions, jobs can be created. Taxation will be the 
lever to penalize not clean enough energies. They will work 
on carbon adjustment mechanisms at the borders, on digital 
transformation as a means, on biodiversity, on sustainable 
finance and obviously sustainability in the broad sense. The 
President admits that she does not have all the answers for 
what is defined as the first miles of a long journey. It will rely 
on the European Investment Bank (EIB) in Luxembourg and 
on additional investments of 260 billion EUR. It will launch a 
transition fund and define rules on state aid to boost virtuous 
investment. Inclusion will also be on the agenda. She wants 
Europe to be an example for the rest of the world and gives 
citizens a voice to express their expectations. It is a huge 
project, ambitious but inevitable if we are to survive. It is 



 

 

neither the Americans nor the Chinese who will lead by 
example and who will start the movement. Just because 
others don't get involved doesn't mean we should stay still. 
Hopefully this plan can be launched effectively because it 
will set the tempo for the next 30 years. We're wishing for 
the best. Good luck to our new EU Commission! 
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